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Fig S1.  Study site at the Yanghai Tombs with Huoyan Shan mountain range in 

background (photo EBR). 

 



 

 2 

 

A

 

B

 

Fig S2. Diagrams of the Yanghai Tombs (adapted from (Xinjiang Institute of Cultural Relics and 

Archaeology, 2004), with permission). A. The subsections I-III span a time of 3200-2000 years BP. 

Circles along dotted lines represent karez, subterranean water tunnels employed by the Uighur 

peoples for irrigation, currently inactive. Section I measures 300 m in length by 50 m in width. B. 

Enlargement of Field I with Tomb M90 at lower portion. 
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Fig  S3A. 

 

Fig S3B. 

 

Fig S3. The shamanôs tomb, M90 (previously published in Mandarin (Xinjiang Institute of Cultural 

Relics and Archaeology, 2004), used with permission).  A. Photograph of the tomb, as excavated in 

situ in 2003. At top, a shelf is observed. This was covered with 10 cm. diameter tree branches and 



 

 4 

grass with Gobi gravel deposited on top. Below, an air space was present down to the full 210 cm 

depth. The tomb length was 220 cm, and width 175 cm. B. Diagram of tomb and its contents. As 

noted in main text, the shaman was found as a disarticulated skeleton, with evidence of an apparent 

leg wound. The skull and bones at his feet were felt to be those of a female sibling. The tomb 

contents included: 1) earthenware pot, 2) leather basket containing cannabis, 3) earthenware pot, 4) 

wooden bar implements, 5) horse lash, 6) bridle or halter, 7) leather medicine bag, 8) bows and 

arrows, 9) wooden implement, 10) wooden bowl containing cannabis, 11) arrows 12) kongou harp, 

13) wooden wimble tool to untie knots, 14) leather make-up bag, 15) woolen fabric, 16) leather ring 

hand protector for bowstring. 

 

Fig S4A. 

 

     Fig S4B.  
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Fig S4C. 

 

 

Fig S4. The shamanôs skull (photos EBR).  A. Anterior view. B. Lateral view. C. Close-up of teeth 

demonstrating a high degree of wear, attributable to possible high fiber diet and utilization of teeth 

in crafting techniques. 


